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Explain in detail the meaning of
antonyms and synonyms by giving
relevant examples.


Antonyms are words that mean the
opposite. Eg: on-off, day-night, true-
false
Synonyms are the words that mean
the same. Eg: Good- fine, excellent

SYNONYMS AND
ANTONYMS
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OBJECTIVES
To increase the vocabulary of the
students by teaching them synonyms
and antonyms.
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PRE-ASSESSMENT
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Write down any 5 words on the board and ask
the students to verbally share the meaning of
those words and any 2 synonyms and antonyms.
Example: Teacher writes the word HATE on
board. Students will share its meaning and give 2
synonyms and antonyms for the same.

Words suggestion for the teacher: Hot, easy,
big, beautiful

      Hate (meaning)- intense dislike
      Synonyms- Despise, Loathe
      Antonyms- love, like
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PRE-REQUISITES

Scavenger hunt puzzle pieces
(printouts or things can be used) 
Notebook
Pen
Copies of passage
Pen 
Paper
Dictionary
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Big- small
Sit-stand
Brave-coward
Dry-wet
Alone-together
Cool-hot
Clean-dirty
far-near

ACTIVITY:

Teacher does an action (representing a word) and the students do the
opposite action and write that in their notebooks

The words can be: 

LEVEL-1



The teacher keeps some items/materials/drawings in the
middle of the classroom. Eg: smiling face, money, book,
bottle, plate
The teacher prepares some chits with synonyms of the
words placed in the middle of the classroom. These chits
are hidden around the class. As soon as the children find
a chit, they should bring it up to the center, read the
word on their piece, and put it on the matching
synonyms.
Words on chits- happy, rich, novel, container, dish

ACTIVITY:
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LEVEL-1 & 2
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LEVEL-1 & 2
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LEVEL-1 & 2



ACTIVITY:
Make copies of a passage from a book that's appropriate for fifth-
graders (attached below for your reference). Read the story as a class
and have the students underline specific words that you choose (kids,
fun, high, down, soft, backyard, expensive, friends). Once you're
done reading, have the students look at the underlined words and
come up with a synonym and antonym for each. Ask the students to
share their words with the class. 

Put a twist in the activity by asking the fifth-graders to write a short
story and underlining a few words as they write. 

Have the students swap stories and come up with a synonym and
antonym for each of the words their peer has underlined.
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POST ASSESSMENT
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for more: www.dheerya.org
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