


India has a rich wildlife which includes animals and vegetation
There are thousands of species of animals and a large variety of
reptiles, amphibians, mammals, birds, insects and worms which dwell
in the forest

WILDLIFE IN INDIA
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The tiger is our national animal. It is found in various parts of the
country. 
Elephants and one-horned rhinoceroses roam in the forests of Assam.
Elephants are also found in Kerala and Karnataka
Camels and wild asses are found in the Great Indian desert and the Rann
of Kuchchh 
Wild goats, snow leopards, bears, etc. are found in the Himalayan region
Many other animals are found in India such as monkey, wolf, jackal,
nilgai, cheetal, etc. 
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India is equally rich in bird life. The peacock is our national bird. Other
common birds are parrots, pigeons, mynah, geese, bulbul and ducks. 
There are several bird sanctuaries which have been created to give birds
their natural habitat. These provide the birds protection from hunters. 
Can you name five birds that are commonly found in your area? 
There are several hundreds of species of snakes found in India. Cobras and
kraits are important among them. 
Due to cutting of forests and hunting, several species of wildlife of India are
declining rapidly
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Many species have already become extinct. In order to protect them many
national parks, sanctuaries and biosphere reserves have been set up. 
The Government has also started Project Tiger and Project Elephant to
protect these animals. 
You can also contribute to conserving wildlife. You can refuse to buy things
made from parts of the bodies of animals such as their bones, horns, fur,
skins, and feathers. 
Every year we observe wildlife week in the first week of October, to
create awareness of conserving the habitats of the animal kingdom.
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OBJECTIVES
Students learn about the richness of
wildlife in India
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PRE-ASSESSMENT
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Name a few tiger reserves and some
hotspots of animals.
Name and locate a few important locations
regarding wildlife of india.

31



Scan to give 
Feedback

PRE-REQUISITES

Printout of newspaper article
(level 2 activity)
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To demonstrate the effect of habitat loss, have the students role-
play wild animals in your local neighborhood. 
The students must follow only three simple rules: all participants
must stand, students cannot touch any classroom furniture, and
they cannot touch one another. 
Review that an animal’s habitat is the area that provides its
needs (food, shelter, water, space, and a mate). 
The animals (students) must move from their locations to a
narrower strip of floor in the classroom (designated by you). This
area represents their current range. 

Level 1 and Level 2: Habitat Loss
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LEVEL-1 & 2



The other sections of the classroom have been developed by humans
into houses, stores, schools, roads, and utilities. 
To test whether this area provides enough space, have the students
seek the other side of the area, moving without touching any other
students. 
The population of animals is further impacted, as a portion of the
open space that is part of their habitat gets developed into human
needs (housing, lumber yard, coffee shop, etc).
Perhaps a third of the space the group is currently occupying is no
longer available. The students occupying this restricted space must
cram into the remaining habitat, or the animals they represent die
(the student returns to their seat). 
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LEVEL-1 & 2
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LEVEL-1 & 2

The population gets impacted again and further development
takes place (another third gets removed). 
Students can now try to move as they did before. The students
at this point will be occupying nearly all of the available space,
and be uncomfortable with how close everyone else is.
Discuss with students what problems they faced or what
animals would feel when their habitat is taken over by human
development



Students look at the
newspaper articles
and answer the
questions that follow.
They may discuss
with their partners.
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LEVEL- 2



Ask students to name a few unique things about India's
wildlife. 
Ask them what they think is the importance of this unique and
diverse wildlife of India.
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POST-ASSESSMENT
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Check our website 
for more: www.dheerya.org
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